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Annual Report

The Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC
was formed as a non-profit organization
on March 26, 2003. Working in
partnership with government, industry,
and anglers, our goal is to make
fishing in B.C. even better through
the enhancement and conservation of
B.C.’s freshwater fish resources.

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT AND BOARD CHAIR

On behalf of the Board of Directors and senior management team, we are pleased
to present the 2021-22 annual report for the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC.
Restrictions and sentiments related to the global COVID-19 pandemic shaped
the year for our organization, as it did for others, yet again. With the rollout of
COVID-19 vaccines, and high licence sales to start the spring, we were optimistic
for another record season of anglers. Unfortunately, inter- and intra-provincial
travel restrictions and international border closures, combined with extreme
weather events in the form of summer heat domes and fall atmospheric rivers,
greatly hindered people's access to fishing.
Despite these challenges, we remained focused on delivering high-quality
services which included the provincial lake stocking program, angler outreach
and infrastructure projects, and research to improve recreational fishing. We also
heard from and were encouraged by anglers who continued to get out fishing
despite the heat, smoke, rain, and travel restrictions.

338,000 anglers
purchased a licence
for the 2021-22
season.
1/3 of BC freshwater
anglers reside in
Region 2 (the Lower
Mainland).

While poor licence sales greatly affected our revenue this year, we continued
with improvements to our hatchery operations, and invested in programs and
projects that provide greater access for anglers and resiliency in freshwater
fisheries for the years to come. In 2021, we stocked 5.4 million fish into 641
waterbodies, installed six new docks, helped fund improvements to more than
20 recreational sites and boat launches, and worked with partners to enhance
access for anglers with mobility challenges. Capacity at our Fraser Valley Trout
Hatchery will be significantly increased with the imminent completion of a new
recirculating aquaculture system.
We continue to assess the performance of our stocked fish strains, and are using
genetic analyses to help maintain diversity and robustness to safeguard our
hatchery programs for an uncertain future due to climate change. We support
ongoing efforts to recover and protect native fish species and their habitats
through our work on white sturgeon and Kootenay Lake kokanee, as well as
providing grants to stewardship groups that protect, conserve, and recover
native trout species through the Native Trout Stewardship Initiative.
And finally, we continue to assist and encourage future resource managers and
anglers. We offered scholarships to four deserving students pursuing academic
studies in the field of freshwater fisheries, and in-person Learn to Fish programs
for families and small groups at our hatchery trout ponds once again.

Andrew Wilson

We’d like to recognize our partners and sponsors for their ongoing help and
support. Many of these projects and programs wouldn’t be possible without
them. We are also grateful for the many dedicated anglers of British Columbia
who support us with the purchase of their fishing licences. Finally, we’d like to
thank our amazing staff for their continued ingenuity, strength, and dedication
to the enhancement and conservation of B.C.’s freshwater fisheries.
Andrew Wilson, President
Gord Argue, Chair
Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC

Gord Argue

2021 - 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

1

THE SOCIETY AT A GLANCE

Board of Directors

Senior Management Team

The Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC is governed by a
Board of Directors. Our Board is comprised of up to six
independent members, two members appointed by
the Province, and the Society’s president. The Board sets
policy, provides strategic direction, and monitors the
financial and operational health of the organization.
The president is a non-voting director responsible for the
ongoing operations and management of the organization.
New independent members are selected by the Board
of Directors. Board members for 2021-2022 are:

The President and senior management team are responsible
for all operations and programs delivered by the Society.
We employ 67 full-time and 48 seasonal staff across
our three divisions. Senior management team members
for 2021-2022 are:

Jon Pew, Outgoing Chair

Adrian Clarke, Vice President, Science and Recreational
Fishing Development

Gord Argue, Incoming Chair
Murray Jacobs, Secretary/Treasurer

Andrew Wilson, President
Tammy Longbottom, Director, Human Resources
Natalie Power, Chief Finance and Information Officer

Tim Yesaki, Vice President, Operations

Jamie Ross, Director
George Iwama, Director
Steve Matthews, Director
Kathy Ruddick, Director
Scott Barrett, Director
Trevor Rhodes, Incoming Director
Andrew Wilson, President
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LOCATIONS

PEACE

SKEENA

Fort St. John
OMINECA

Smithers
Vanderhoof
Prince George

CARIBOO
Williams Lake
Clearwater
THOMPSON-NICOLA
Kamloops
VANCOUVER
ISLAND

Hatchery locations
Corporate office

Nanaimo
Duncan

LOWER
MAINLAND

KOOTENAY
OKANAGAN
Summerland

Fort Steele
Nelson

Abbotsford
Victoria

BUSINESS DIVISIONS
CORPORATE

business oversight; marketing
and communications
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SCIENCE AND
RECREATIONAL FISHING
DEVELOPMENT

research, technical expertise,
development, and outreach

OPERATIONS

stocking program
delivery
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BUILDING B.C.’S ANGLING COMMUNITY
Workshop events for Family Fishing Weekend
Public Family Fishing Weekend events were cancelled again
in 2021 due to logistical challenges and safety concerns
related to the pandemic. However, we partnered with the
B.C. Wildlife Federation to offer a series of virtual webinars
leading up to the weekend. The workshops included
components of our Learn to Fish program, including ethics
and etiquette, as well as lure-making and fly-tying sessions.
Improving angler access
To ensure that everyone – from avid anglers to beginners
– has access to freshwater fisheries, we’ve been investing
in trails, boat launches, and fishing docks by leveraging
funding and support from provincial and regional
governments, and from local fishing clubs.

Learn to Fish and Rod Loan
Since 2006, we’ve taught over 350,000 youth and their
families the basics of how, when, and where to catch fish.
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were introducing
30,000+ participants to fishing through sessions around
the province each year.
While pandemic restrictions kept our visitor centres closed
in 2021, we found ways to continue engaging with a new
generation of anglers through our outreach programs. In the
spring, we delivered online sessions to individual families,
school classes, and community groups. We also provided
fishing rods for them to borrow and use on their own. As
restrictions eased in June, we resumed in-person sessions at
offsite locations, as well as outdoor programs at our Fraser
Valley, Clearwater, and Kootenay trout hatcheries’ fishing
ponds. By the end of the fall, we had delivered the Learn to
Fish program to 9,000 participants. Thanks to the generous
and ongoing support of our sponsors, funders, and partners,
these sessions were provided free of charge.

In 2021, the Society received financial support from the
Province of B.C. (under the Community Economic Recovery
Infrastructure Program’s Destination Development program)
for investment in infrastructure in Merritt and the Nicola
Valley. With the region’s proximity to the Lower Mainland,
the investment will support the growing number of
freshwater fishing enthusiasts exploring the area’s lakes and
streams, with improvements to both the fishing experience
at popular locations and the region’s attractiveness as a
fishing destination.
In year one of the two-year project, we completed
improvements to recreation sites and boat launches at Dot,
Billy, Abbott, Gordon, LeRoy, Gump, and Tupper lakes
(located around Pimainus Lake), and at Kump, Clifford,
Rickey, Thalia, Lodwick, and Stoney lakes (located near Pike
Mountain). New fishing docks were also installed on Hook
and Marquart lakes. For year two of the project, planning
and permit applications have been initiated on a number
of other key lakes in the area.

Our Rod Loan program, which allows anglers to try fishing
without having to purchase gear, was made available at our
hatchery trout ponds, as well as at popular park locations.
Anglers were able to borrow a spinning rod and box of basic
fishing tackle for a few hours, and go fishing.
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BUILDING B.C.’S ANGLING COMMUNITY

Under a provincial grant to assist with economic
development and recovery, we wrapped up a number
of projects in year two of the three-year “Fishing Highway
24 Access Improvement Initiative.” During 2021, we made
improvements to the Ripple Lake Recreation Site (campsite
expansion, picnic tables, washroom, and fire rings), and to
trails to the Bridge Lake Ice Caves and Irish Lake docks. New
fishing docks were also installed on Janice and Bridge lakes.
The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development – Cariboo Region provided
additional support for priority access and campsite
improvements in that region. Work that was completed
with the funding included improvements to the boat launch
and parking at Edmund Lake; additional improvements
to the boat launch at Timothy Lake; expansion of the
campground at Fir Lake; and improvements to the recreation
sites at Blue, McIntyre, Dorsey, Fire, Dewar, Hathaway,
Rimrock, and Forest lakes.
Fishing docks were also installed at Cobb Lake in the
Omineca region, and Joyce Lake in the Thompson-Nicola
region.

Fishing BC Cooperative Marketing Partnership
2021 marked the sixth year of the Fishing BC program.
With matched funding from Destination BC’s Cooperative
Marketing Partnership Program, this alliance between the
BC Fishing Tourism Association, Freshwater Fisheries Society
of BC, and Sport Fishing Institute of BC, promotes British
Columbia as a fishing tourism destination. The intent of the
cooperative program is to drive industry collaboration, align
marketing efforts with provincial and regional strategies,
raise the profile of the fishing tourism sector, and leverage
efforts to promote B.C.’s fishing – much of which takes place
in rural communities – to markets in B.C., Canada, and the
United States.
Fishing tourism operators were impacted by travel
restrictions in the spring, followed by cancellations due
to wildfires in the summer, erasing most of the gains in
provincial travel made the previous year. On a positive
note, tidal operators (especially on Vancouver Island) saw a
significant recovery as people avoided the heat and smoke
in B.C.’s Interior.
While travel from long-haul markets eventually resumed near
the end of the summer, it did not translate into significant
bookings for fishing trips. We resumed digital campaigns in
long-haul Canadian and U.S. markets in the winter of 2022
in a push to build destination awareness, and to help rebuild
the fishing tourism sector for the upcoming years.
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INNOVATIVE AND RESPONSIBLE FRESHWATER FISH CULTURE

Fraser Valley Trout Hatchery recirculating aquaculture system
Construction of the new recirculating aquaculture system at the Fraser Valley Trout
Hatchery, which will significantly increase production capacity at this facility, is
nearly finished. Once completed, we will no longer need to use trough space at
Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s Chehalis hatchery, and Fraser Valley catchables for
the Lower Mainland stocking program will be raised fully in-house.

GeneSolve kokanee project

Nechako sturgeon release virtual
again in 2021
Due to ongoing and evolving health concerns and restraints related to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the annual sturgeon release in the spring of 2021 was
once again a virtual event for the school children of Vanderhoof and surrounding
communities. Staff released sturgeon – 24% of them outfitted with radio tags for
tracking purposes – at three sites on the Nechako River, and two sites in Fraser Lake.
On average, the released juvenile sturgeon weighed three kilograms and were 75
centimetres in length.

DID YOU KNOW?

There are over 800 places
to catch our fish
Every year, we raise and release
millions of trout, kokanee and char
to provide recreational fishing
opportunities for anglers in B.C.
Visit our website to learn about
the origin and habitat preferences,
as well as fishing tips, for species
we stock.
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We are supporting provincial and
academic partners, funded in part
by Genome BC, to create genetic
tools that will help us identify
kokanee strains better suited to
cope with a warming climate.
The research includes analysis
of DNA samples from 30 unique
kokanee populations around the
province to look for markers of
optimal performance at higher
water temperatures. Results from
this project will help inform our
kokanee stocking program for
future resiliency.

Research to assess and improve
the stocking program
Work continues on our stock
development projects assessing the
performance of new Carp Lake and
Horsefly rainbow trout strains, as well
as size-at-release of stocked trout
(particularly on 60-gram and threegram sizes). We are also developing
pilot projects and trials to look at 1) maximum one-year growth in Blackwater
and Horsefly rainbow trout; and 2) high water-temperature tolerance of Horsefly
rainbow trout to potential lake conditions during summers in the future.
Genetic analyses are being performed on several of our broodstocks through
a partnered project with Genome Canada. The results will support decisionmaking around future breeding plans to maintain the genetic diversity and robust
performance of our stocked fish strains.
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Casey McKinnon

Karyn Jones

Colin M

Josh Wong

Casey McKinnon

Nicholas Luckwell

Alex Park

Every year anglers share some of their best BC
fishing moments in our annual photo contest.
In 2021 we received so many great images and
stories about anglers discovering or rediscovering
a love for fishing, first catches and fishing
buddies. Here are a few of our favourites.

Allison Bendis

Kaitlin Harmati
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Pat Fraser

Mar

Betsy Julian

Craig Schelter

Katherine Mulski

Shannon Smith
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INNOVATIVE AND RESPONSIBLE FRESHWATER FISH CULTURE
Raising and releasing fish to support recreational fisheries
Each year, in consultation with provincial fisheries biologists, we stock trout, kokanee, and char – from fry to catchable size – to
provide improved recreational fishing for B.C. anglers. In fiscal 2021-22, our hatcheries raised and released 5.4 million fish
into 641 waterbodies around the province. To support the Province’s anadromous program, we also assisted in the release of
juvenile steelhead and coastal cutthroat trout into a small number of coastal streams.
SMALL LAKES RECREATIONAL STOCKING
Administrative
Region

Coastal & Westslope
Cutthroat
FISH
STOCKED

LAKES
STOCKED

Eastern Brook Trout
FISH
STOCKED

Kokanee

LAKES
STOCKED

FISH
STOCKED

Rainbow Trout

LAKES
STOCKED

FISH
STOCKED

LAKES
STOCKED

Vancouver Island

3,653

4

143,327

47

Lower Mainland

3,650

6

97,508

34

Thompson

118,000

24

151,780

9

792,062

154

Okanagan

28,723

17

12,000

3

469,100

86

20,750

11

133,730

14

252,381

80

Cariboo

69,500

7

865,725

16

1,396,012

93

Skeena

8,500

3

4,800

2

48,000

14

Omineca

61,000

10

85,800

4

230,450

44

Peace

12,000

3

35,195

15

Kootenay-Boundary

22,835

TOTAL

30,138

17

27

318,473

75

1,253,835

48

3,464,035

567

COASTAL RIVERS RECREATIONAL STOCKING
Administrative
Region
West Coast –
Vancouver Island

South Coast –
Lower Mainland

Program
Federal

Steelhead
FISH STOCKED

57,624

Anadromous Cutthroat

RIVERS STOCKED

1

FISH STOCKED

RIVERS STOCKED

1,101

1

10,135

1

11,236

2

Community
FFSBC
Federal

182,270

4

Community

41,892

2

FFSBC

62,265

3

344,051

10

TOTAL

Conservation stocking support for recovery programs
In addition to the recreational stocking program, we give conservation recovery support to the Province for endangered species
like white sturgeon in the Nechako and Columbia rivers. In 2021-2022, we provided services to support recovery initiatives for
the following:
					
• Nechako white sturgeon – 200 juveniles released into the Nechako watershed
• Columbia white sturgeon – 622 juveniles released into the mid- and upper-Columbia system
• Kootenay Lake kokanee – 1,115,871 eggs stocked for the Kootenay Lake recovery initiative
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SUPPORTING DIVERSE AND THRIVING RECREATIONAL FISHING

Fisheries committee projects
Fisheries biologists from the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development,
the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy, and the Freshwater
Fisheries Society of BC have identified
and prioritized projects that benefit
recreational fisheries in large lakes, small
lakes, and rivers for the past seven years.
To qualify for funding from the
Freshwater Fisheries Society, the joint
provincial-Society committees assess
whether the projects meet at least one
of the following objectives:
1) enhance the fishing experience
2) attract and maintain public 		
participation in recreational fishing
3) maintain and improve the variety of
fishing options available to the public
4) maintain and restore healthy wild
and enhanced fish stocks to support
freshwater fisheries
5) seek opportunities to support shared
stewardship initiatives
6) improve delivery of the freshwater
fisheries program
The fisheries committees recommended
funding for 23 small-lakes projects (with

a $347,042 budget), 19 large-lakes
projects (with a $402,166 budget),
and 19 rivers projects (with a $265,850
budget) for the 2021-22 fiscal year.
Projects include stock assessments
and stock monitoring, support for
River Guardian programs, creel surveys,
and angler questionnaires.
Native Trout Stewardship Initiative
Eight applications to the Native Trout
Stewardship Initiative were received,
and all were approved for funding
for 2021-2022. These projects range
in targeted species, activities, and
geography. Four projects on Vancouver
Island include habitat restoration and
fish population studies for coastal
cutthroat trout, as well as steelhead
and other salmonids. Three projects
in the Lower Mainland – all focused
on coastal cutthroat trout – include
habitat restoration, outreach, and water
quality assessments. One project in the
Kootenays targets westslope cutthroat
trout and includes outreach. The total
Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC
contribution to these initiatives that
protect, conserve, and recover native
trout species in B.C. watersheds is
$48,500.

Scholarships
Since 2008, the Freshwater
Fisheries Society of BC has
awarded over $72,000 in
scholarships to 43 students.
The scholarships recognize
outstanding commitment to
academic pursuits in the field
of freshwater fisheries. For the
2021-22 academic year, we
awarded four scholarships,
with a value of $1,500 each,
to four deserving recipients.

When you buy a
fishing licence you
help fund research,
conservation and
education programs,
improvements
to angler access
and our stocking
program.
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PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

Our primary and contractual partner
is the Province of B.C. through the
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development. We work closely with
and support the province’s Fish and
Wildlife Branch and regional fisheries
biologists. To deliver many of the
research, outreach, and conservation
initiatives we are involved in, we rely
upon the financial support of our
valued partners and sponsors.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

ANGLER ACCESS

Carleton University

BC Parks

Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Genome BC

Fishing Highway 24
Tourist Association

Genome Canada

Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation

Mitacs Accelerate Program

Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development

Natural Sciences and Engineering 		
Research Council
Piscine Energetics

Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure

Simon Fraser University

Recreation Sites and Trails BC

Thompson Rivers University
University of British Columbia
University of British Columbia – 		
Okanagan Campus
University of Calgary
University of Ottawa
University of Victoria
University of Windsor
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LEARN TO FISH
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS

STURGEON AND KOKANEE
RECOVERY PROGRAMS

Columbia Basin Trust

BC Hydro

Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation

Carrier-Sekani Tribal Council

BC Ram Dealers

District of Vanderhoof

Luhr Jensen and 13 Fishing

Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy

Teck Highland Valley Copper
Yamaha Motor Canada Ltd.
Backroad Mapbooks
BC Wildlife Federation

Ministry of Forests, Lands, 			
Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development

Province of BC

Nechako Environmental
Enhancement Fund

City of Victoria

Rio Tinto
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2021-22 FINANCIAL RESULTS

Revenue Sources (‘000)
12%

Freshwater Fishing Licence Fees

$

9,344

Partners and Sponsors

1,720

Province of B.C.

1,560

TOTAL

$

12,624

$

5,818

14%

74%

Expenses (‘000)

Recreational Stocking Program
Facility Upgrades and Innovation

3,848

Administration and Support Services

1,635

Outreach, Marketing and Development

1,476

Conservation and Restoration

1,287

Research

920

Fisheries Committee Projects

782

TOTAL

$

5%

6%
8%

37%

15,766

9%

10%
24%

For a complete set of audited financial statements, please contact the Chief Finance and Information Officer at (250) 414-4212.
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PHOTO CREDITS

Cover: Kristen Craiggs
Inside: Katherine Mulski, Dana Harrison, Justine Russo,
Joel Clifton/FishingBC, Dustin Abbott, Maddie Macey,
Chris Casey, Theresa Godin, Tim Yesaki, Jen Dunphy,
Dusty Waite, Jesse Seniunas, Chris Bowers

Your licence dollars at work.
100% of freshwater fishing licence
fees go toward making fishing
in B.C. even better.

Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC
Corporate Office
101–80 Regatta Landing
Victoria, BC V9A 7S2
1-888-601-4200
250-414-4200
fish@gofishbc.com
gofishbc.com

