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Commercial fisheries management often involves finding a way to provide long term
maximum harvest, or, in some cases, economic value of a fishery. However, a harvest
strategy that maximizes commercial benefits may not provide high recreational value.
In this talk I describe an effort to identify how to maximize recreational benefits from a
marine fishery by developing a utility function for recreational value, and then using a
bioeconomic model to evaluate how to maximize recreational utility. We created utility
functions via interviews and questionnaires for private boat anglers, charter boat anglers
and charter boat operators in two case studies: the recreational halibut fishery in
Oregon and a recreational red snapper fishery in the S.E. Atlantic of the U.S. We found
that anglers placed high value on fishing opportunity, and harvest strategies that
provided reliable fishing seasons typically maximized recreational utility.
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